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I t ’s  my  p leasure  to  welcome you  to

The  Axe .   R ight  f rom the  s tar t  we

h a v e  h a d  a  c l e a r  v i s i o n  –  t o  “ p u t

the  c rap  back  in  e l i te”.   As  part  o f

d r i v i n g  t h i s  v i s i o n  t o  f r u i t i o n  I  p u t

toge ther  a  so l id  pro ject  team to

d e l i v e r  w h a t  w e  p r o m i s e  w i l l  b e

sp or ad ic ,  long-winded,  fu l l  o f  mis -

i n f o r m a t i o n  b u t  a b s o l u t e l y  d e l i v e r

o n  o u r  o n - g o i n g  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  n o t

t a k i n g  o u r s e l v e s  s e r i o u s l y  a n d

h a v i n g  a  l a u g h  a l o n g  t h e  w a y

T h e r e ’s  a l s o  b e e n  s o m e  a w e s o m e

t r i p s  a n d  t h e  c r e w  h a v e  l a n d e d  a

n ice  range  of  f i sh .   We  hope  you ' l l

l e a r n  a  th ing  or  two by  read ing  the

a r t i c les .   We' re  go ing  to  need  your

s u p p o r t  A x e  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s  a s

we take  on  the  Mighty  B luef ins  in  a

c o m p  i n  M a r c h  2 0 1 0 .

D i s t u r b i n g  h a s  b e e n  t h e  g r o w t h  i n

t h e  c l u b  –  s o m e t h i n g  w e  h a d  n o t

p la nned  fo r,  and  even  more

perp lex ing  –  the  emergence  of  the

p o l e s p e a r  “ o l d  s c h o o l ”  c r e w …  S o ,  I

hope  you  en joy  the  f i r st  “ The  Axe”.

M a y  w e  p r o d u c e  m o r e  t h a n  o v e r …

Porae  –  C lub  Capta in

Porae’s Corner
The Captain Speaks…
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Phantom Menace takes 
on Porae at the CavallisRise Of The 

Phantom Menace
Club Rookie Report

Axemen 2009  –  The  r i se  o f  the

Phantom Menace  (or,  my  f i rs t  6

months  as  a  rook ie ) :   A f ter  v i s i t ing  the

f i sh ing .net .nz  spearo  sect ion  a  few

t imes  I  not i ced  an  “Axemen meet ing ”

note  and  thought  I  might  as  we l l  go

a long .   A f ter  a l l ,  the  meet ing  was  a

short  wa lk  away  f rom work  and  I  l i ke

th ings  that  a re  easy  to  get  to  ( i .e .  I  am

lazy )  –  that  and  the  great  s ty le  and

f inesse  d i sp layed  by  the  posts  on  the

c lub  webs i te  was  in t r igu ing  …

As  a  rook ie  spearo  I  was  look ing  for

other  spearos  to  hang  out  w i th  and

learn  a  few th ings  a long  the  way  –

which  I  have  def in i te ly  got .   My  f i r s t

Axemen t r ip  was  in  res ponse  to  K ing i

send ing  out  an  emai l  inv i te  in  ear ly

Januar y  that  went  someth ing  l i ke

“Going  to  L i t t le  Barr ier  th i s  Thursday

af ternoon  –  who wa nts  to  come? ”.   ( I f

you  want  to  read  about  th i s  a f ternoon

escapade  see  K ing i s  wr i te -up  in  the

las t  i s sue  o f  NZ  Spearo) .

 I  p i cked  up  a  few t ips  on  both  d iv ing

weedl ines  and  snoop ing  that  day  –  and

a lso  exper ienced  the  “wind  aga inst

t ide  and  nasty  swe l l ”  t r ip  back  f rom L i l

B  …   Th i s  was  fo l lowed a  few weeks

la ter  by  a  coup le  o f  days  around  the

Cava l l i s  w i th  K ing i  and  Snoop.

Aga in  I  l earnt  a  lo t  –  inc lud ing  shoot ing  my

f i r s t  snapper  snoop ing  proper ly  and

learn ing  that  no  matter  how hard  you  swim

down a  20m f loat - l ine  won’ t  s t retch  (and

f loats  a re  ca l led  f loats  for  a  reason)

The  la tes t  was  las t  weeks  t r ip  to  Great

Barr ier  w i th  Geoff  –  but  that ’s  a  t r ip  bes t

d i scussed  over  a  few beers  …

More  ser ious ly  –  I  have  got  good  s tu f f  f rom

the  c lub  and,  I  hope ,  put  a  b i t  back  by

post ing  the  odd  s tory  e tc .  and  get t ing

invo lved .   I  have  a  long  way  to  go  before  I

would  c lass i fy  myse l f  as  an  exper ienced

spearo  but  I  have  had  a  lo t  o f  fun  and  even

learnt  a  th ing  or  two through  coming  to  a

few meet ings  and  get t ing  invo lved .

PS  –  see  me i f  you  want  to  have  a  c rack  a t

Underwater  Rugby



Chairman Mao and 
Kingie Crockett 

show of a couplle of 
nice weedline fish

Snoop with a 4.6kg
Great Barrier Boarie

Andy with a Winter 
Tiri Kingi

Mermaid with a
NZ Record Trevally

The Matangi Butcher

Kill em’ all

SpearCrazy takes

on the LB Bronzies



“On a  co ld  and  c lear  Sunday  morn ing

in  la te  June  Snoop,  Des  the  Chef  and  I

headed  out  to  Wai heke  on  Awarua  for  a

morn ing  d iv ing  in  Navy  Sea l ’s  Wai heke

backyard .  Su i t ing  up  in  the  dark  a t  the

Be lmont  ramp wasn ’ t  much  fun  but  by

the t ime we p icked up Navy  f rom Oneroa

beach the sun was out  and i t  was  looking

good.  We headed  to  the  NE  end  of  the

island and quickly slid into the 11.5 degree

wate r,  w i th  Des  dropp ing  us  o f f  at  5 0 0m

interva l s  a long  the  coast .  I t  was  great

snooping country though the boaties were

backed  up  r ight  c lose  to  shore  and  were

get t ing  sh i r ty  w i th  us  –  I  had  a  coup le

of them give me a hard time when I needed

to  get  past  them.

“ I  w a s  o v e r  i n  a  f l a s h  t r y i n g  t o  s h o v e

t h e  s p e a r  t h r o u g h ”

As  luck  would  have  i t  th i s  worked  to  my

advantage as about 50m past them I  came

around  a  deep  gut  w i th  wa l l s  coming

up  out  o f  water  and  out  o f  the  shadow

a big moocher appears about 2 foot beneath

the  sur face .  I  th ink  I  was  s t i l l  in  the

shadow wi th  sun  beh ind  me so  I  don ’ t

th ink  he  cou ld  see  me very  we l l .  That

said he pulled up and could sense something

was  up  –  he  was  a  c rusty  o ld  th ing  and

he d idn’t  get  that  way by  being  care less .

He  was  a t  ext reme range  but  I  knew I

couldn’t  get  any c loser  as  he was looking

r ight  a t  me –  I  took  the  shot  and  had

the  great  p leasure  o f  see ing  h im s imply

ro l l  over  on  h i s  s ide  and  s tar t  s ink ing

wi th  the  spear  s t i ck ing  in to  h im.

A  s tone  shot  -  jus t  when  I  needed  i t .  I  was

over  there  in  a  f lash  t ry ing  to  shove  the

spear  through  before  he  came back  to  l i fe .

I t  was  jammed r ight  in  the  bone so  I  cou ldn’ t

shove  i t  through  –  I  was  lucky  as  the  f lopper

was  not  even  in to  the  f i sh  and  so  not  to

temp fate  I  wrapped  h im up  wi th  my  legs

and  ik i -ed  h im pronto

He was  a  canny  o ld  humpy  head  f i sh  that

went  21  pounds  but  I  guess  h i s  luck  f ina l l y

ran  out .  Not  a  bad  s tar t  to  the  day  for  me

though!  I t  was  tempt ing  to  ho ld  h im up  out

of  the  water  accompanied  wi th  a  one  f inger

sa lute  to  the  f i shos  but  I  s tuck  to  the  motto

of  “d i sc ret ion  i s  the  bet ter  par t  o f  va lour ”

on  th i s  occas ion

Stalking The 
Monster
Dive Story Of The Month



I  must  be  get t ing  o ld .  Cont inu ing  down the

coast  i t  was  hard  to  focus  wi th  a  b ig  f i sh

a l ready  on  the  f loat  however  I  saw

mult ip le  10-15  pounders ,  one  o f  wh ich  I

a lmost  managed  to  get  a  c lear  shot  a t  in  a

sha l low gut .  I  a l so  saw a  b ig  schoo l  o f

about  20  f i sh  in  the  5 -15  pound  range  who

hung  around  for  qu i te  a  whi le  but  would

never  le t  me get  c lose  enough  for  a  shot .  I

made  a  ha l f  hear ted  (as  a lways )  e f for t  a t

bur ley ing  them in  but  a l l  I  got  for  my

troub les  was  a  k ina  sp ine  through  my

f ingerna i l  (wh ich  i s  s t i l l  there  I  might  add

–  the  mar ine  l i fe ’s  revenge! )

I t  was  probab ly  the  best  snapper  d ive  I

have  ever  had  over  about  300m mag ic

metres  o f  coast .  I  w i l l  de f in i te ly  be

head ing  out  for  some more  winter  ha l f  day

t r ip  w i th  Navy  –  I  can  te l l  you  I ’m jea lous

of  h im l i v ing  wi th  that  countr y  on  h i s  door

s t e p ! ”

“K ing ie”  Crockett  i s  a  f ree- lance  wr i ter,

ph i losopher  and  b ig  game hunter.   In

h i s  spare  t ime  he  se l l s  phone  cab l ing .

H is  three  great  pass ions  in  d iv ing  are

“danger ”,  “b i t ies”  and  “XO b ig  ass

f i sh”.   A  ta lented  d iver,  Matt  has  won

the  augura l  Axemen C lub  Compet i t ion

in  06 ’  and  has  landed  an  Axemen t rophy

each  season  for  the  las t  three  years

runn ing .   Be ing  an  Okker  he  i s  not  to  be

trusted



Congratulations to 
Porae our Club 

Captain on turning 40

He now qualifies for 
the Axemen Seniors 

circuit



Anyone Seen
Ghost?

L a s t  s e e n  b o a r d i n g  a  p l a n e  f o r  H o n g  K o n g

to  check  on  the  pr int  o f  h i s  la test  ed i t ion

of  NZ  Spearo  magaz ine  Jon  aka  “Ghost”

h a s  l i v e d  u p  t o  h i s  n i c k  n a m e  s i n c e  j o i n i n g

the  c lub  a  couple  o f  years  back .   As  a

p r o f e s s i o n a l  g r a p h i c  a r t i s t  a n d  d e s i g n e r

G h o s t  s a w  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a  h i g h

q ua l i ty  spear f i sh ing  magaz ine .  A

p a s s i o n a t e  s p e a r o  J o n  d e c i d e d  i n  0 8 ’  t o

l a u n c h  N Z  S p e a r o  m a g a z i n e  –  l e a v i n g  f u l l

t im e  employment  to  es tab l i sh  the

m a g a z i n e .     T h e  f i r s t  a n d  s e c o n d  i s s u e s

ha v e  been  a  c lass  above  wi th  amaz in g

p h o t o s ,  s t o r i e s  a n d  p r e s e n t a t i o n .   S o

fe l l ow  A xe m e n  l et ’s  d o  o u r  p a r t  to  s u p p o r t

h i m .

How can  we  do  th i s?   F i r s t ,  buy  a  fu l l

sub scr ipt ion  to  the  magaz ine  –  i t  i s  we l l

w o r t h  i t  a n d  g e t s  y o u  t h r o u g h  t h o s e

“d ive- less”  weekends .   Second,  invest  in  a

g o o d  q u a l i t y  d i g i t a l  c a m e r a  s o  y o u  c a n

take  h igh  qua l i ty  photos  o f  the  f i sh  you

catch .   Take  some t ime  to  take  photos  o f

t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g s  a n d  y o u r  m a t e s  i n  a c t i o n

t o o .   I f  y o u  a r e  s u p e r  k e e n  i n v e s t  i n  a  h i g h

q u a l i t y  c a m e r a  h o u s i n g  –  t h i s  w i l l  s e t

your  ar t i c les  a  cut  above.   One  of  h i s  key

f r u s t r a t i o n s  i s  g e t t i n g  g r e a t  a r t i c l e s  i n  o n

t i m e  f o r  p r o o f i n g  a n d  e v e n  w o r s e ,

r e c e i v i n g  r e a l l y  p o o r  q u a l i t y  p h o t o s  t h a t

h e  c a n ’ t  u s e .

So ,  in  th i s  d ig i ta l  age  we  l i ve  in ,  take

the  t ime  to  take  some great  photos .

With  the  winter  magaz ine  go ing  to

pr int  as  th i s  i s  typed  I  can ’ t  wai t  for

the  nex t  i s sue .   The  l as t the  th i ng  you

can  do  to  support  Ghos t  i s  k i ck  h im in

the  butt  to  go  d iv ing  aga in .   We are

ov er  hear i ng  “ the  magaz i ne  i s  go ing  to

pr int  in  a  week  so  I ’m snowed”… ever y

t ime  an  inv i tat ion  to  go  d iv ing  i s

extended.   Good  on  you  Ghost .   The

Axemen are  wi th  you





Jean-Baptise Suzanne aka 
“The French Connection”  -

Opito Bay operation

The French 
Connection

International Correspondent

We met  Jean-Pau l  Suzanne  and  h i s  w i fe

at  a  coasta l  spot  o f  Coromande l .   They

were  ho l iday ing  wi th  the i r  son  around

the   east  coast  o f  the  North  I s land .

Emai l  f rom Jean-Bapt i s te  Suzanne  aka

“ The  French  Connect ion” '

" I f  you  p lan  to  come to  F rance  go  to

Par i s  (where  I  l i ve ,  in  Monmarte ,  i t ’s

the  most  incred ib le  c i ty  to  Corse  (a

beaut i fu l  i s land  in  the  south ,  where  I

know the  best  F rench  spearo  o f  the  90s ,

and  maybe  o f  the  wor ld ,  he  taught

everyth ing  to  J .B .  Esc lapez ) .

H i s  name i s  Jean  Den is  Caumer.   And  to

Br i tany,  Corse  i s  good  for  “Pagre”  and

“Ser io le”,  maybe  “Barracuda”,  but  not

for  sea  bass  or  lobster ;  for  them you

have  to  come to  Br i tany,  where  I  have  a

love ly  house  on  the  beach .   In  Par i s

there  i s  noth ing  but  po i sonous  f i sh ,  in

the  Se ine

Don’ t  go  to  the  South  Coast ,  i t ’s  ug ly

these  days .   I  w i l l  te l l  you  more  when

you  come"

Jean-Bapt i s te  a l so  ment ioned  that

when target ing  lobs ter,  par t i cu lar ly

the  b ig  ones ,  that  i t  pa id  to  have  a

s peargun  handy.   He  ment ioned  that

hunt ing  the  bass  on  the  At lant i c  s ide

was  a  h igh l ight  o f  spear f i sh ing .

He  sa id  the  Meddi teranean  s ide  has

been  e f fect ive ly  f i shed  out  to  40

metres ,  and  on ly  a  handfu l  o f  guys  can

actua l l y  spear  f i sh  comfortab ly  a t  that

depth .   I t  i s  no  wonder  that  both  he  and

h is  w i fe  found  New Zea land  to  be  a

mag ica l  p lace .   He  managed  to  shoot  a

n ice  snapper  (as  p i c tured  above)  whi le

work ing  a  c ray  ho le  and  a l so  land  a  k ing i

a f ter  we  s poke  wi th  h im f rom a  shore

d i v e .

They  found  the  kahawhai  more  to  the i r

l i k ing  that  the  snapper  which  they

thought  was  " for  the  f i sh  o f  New

Zea land"  very  tough.   He  a l so  s t rugg led

as  he  had  brought  h i s  9mm wetsu i t  top

f rom France  and  s t rugg led  wi th

o v e r h e a t i n g .



The Reaper – Death to all 
Kingies

Navy Seal Yates steals a
Hen and Chicks beauty

Navy Seal steals a Chicks

beauty

Deng-Dengwith a Club Record 
3.7kg JD

Tim “Trout” supports Doc 
Taupo deer culling 

project

Junior Tomahawk 
Michael “Mussels” 

assaults North Island’s 
Everest

Snoop with a 
Coromandel special



The Islander
Navy Seal ‘s Report

The  northern  shores  o f  Wai heke  have

been  very  product ive  o f  l a te  wi th  lo ts

of  snapper  in  the  sha l lows ,  inc lud ing

some smal l  schoo l ’s  in  the  1  -  7kg

range .   The  snapper  schoo ls  w i l l  c i r c le

reasonab ly  c lose  and  don’ t  seem to

scare  to  bad l y.  In  th i s  regard ,  yo u

might  cons ider  tak ing  a  1 .3  -  1 .4  metre

gun,  as  a  spare ,  jus t  in  case  you

encounter  these  schoo ls .  Th i s  w i l l

a l low you  to  ta ke  some longer  shots  as

they  c i rc le

 V i z  has  been  good  but  we  wi l l  need  at

least  three  days  o f  f ine  weather  w i th

winds  f rom the  S -SW to  co inter  the

recent  ra in .  Some good  c rays  a re

present  a long  wi th  la rge  t revs  (o f f

Kaur i  Po int ) .  A l so,  don ’ t  be  shocked  to

see  the  odd  k ingf i sh  around  these

north  eastern  po ints  espec ia l l y  i f  you

get  buzzed  by  schoo ls  o f  kahawai .

Navy  Sea l  i s  a  heav i l y/heavy  in to/on

property  deve lopment/deve lopers  and  the

reputed  "wi ld  man"  o f  Auck land ’s  Ea st

coast  i s lands .   I f  he  i sn ’ t  shoot ing

pheasants ,  b lowing  away  ducks  or

chang ing  napp ies  …  he ’s  out  d iv ing  and

f i sh ing .   A  f i f th  generat ion  proud

“ Is lander ”  he  ventures  across  the  Haurak i

S t ra i t s  f rom t ime  to  t ime  for  a  mega

Axemen t r ip…  w i th  the  "Main landers"



Polespear
Of Fear

‘Going Old School’

Some t imes  you  jus t  p la in  get  ta lked  in to

th ings .   For  the  team at  The  Axe  the  mere

thought  o f  us ing  a  po lespear  was  beyond

comprehens ion .   The  consensus ,  i t  i s  hard

enough  to  shoot  decent  f i sh  wi th  a

speargun  le t  a lone  d i sadvantage  onese l f

even  fur ther  by  us ing  an  “o ld  schoo l”

p o l es p e a r.

Re id  aka  “ The  Snapper  Whisperer ”  gave  up

us ing  a  convent iona l  speargun  a  few years

ago  when  he ,  l i ke  mos t  o f  us  would  c rave

to  be ,  had  too  much  b ig  snapper  in  the

f reezer  to  eat . .  And  found  that  the  “ thr i l l ”

o f  the  hunt  wasn ’ t  there .   He  needed  a

cha l lenge  and  the  po lespear  prov ided  i t .

We watched  h i s  progress  as  he  exc i ted l y

posted  h i s  f i r s t  major  catch ,  I  th ink

poss ib ly  a  but ter f i sh .   But  as  t ime

progressed  he  s tar ted  to  land  the  s tandard

fodder,  but ter f i sh ,  kahawhai  and  then… he

nabbed  a  wee  snapper.   Not  bad  go ing .

S t i l l  c lear ly  mad,  but  not  bad  go ing .   Then

he  s tar ted  to  land  the  type  o f  snapper  or

k ing i  that  you  wouldn ’ t  be  ashamed of f…

but  land ing  a  10kg  snapper  and  23kg  k ing i ,

awesome s tuf f

So  why  g ive  po lespear ing  a  t ry?   James

aka  “ The  Deer  Hunte r ”  s tar ted  to  get

in  my ear.   He  ta lked  about  the  thr i l l  o f

the  hunt  res tored .  The  need  to  get

c loser  to  f i sh .   The  need  to  be  pat ient .

Ve r y  pat ient .   To  use  the  ava i lab le

cover  be  i t  bou lders ,  weed,  c racks  or

ledges  to  concea l  your  approach .   Not

to  ment ion  the  improved  breath  ho lds

requ i red  to  “wa i t  out ”  b ig  f i sh  that

were  out  o f  po lespear  range

But ,  e ven  bet ter,  you  wi l l  become a

bet ter  d iver.   Why?   Wel l ,  i t  depends  on

how you  look  a t  th ings ,  but  the

d isadvantages  actua l l y  become

incred ib le  future  ad va ntages .   Yo u

have  to  d ive  smarter  and  get  c loser  –

up  to  a  metre  f rom f i sh  to  pu l l  o f f  a

good  k i l l .   Po lespear ing  by  i t s  very  own

nature  encourages  the  d iver  to  get  in

pos i t ion ,  be  pat ient  and  look  for  the

best  shot  poss ib le .



So  for  the  compet i t i ve  d iver,  there

appeared  a  c lear  benef i t  o f  a  w inter

season  spent  po lespear ing  in

preparat ion  for  d ive  comp season  in

summer.

At  the  most  recent  c lub  n ight  Re id  and

James  showed of f  an  arsena l  o f

d i f ferent  types  o f  po lespears

ava i lab le .   These  ranged  f rom one  to

two p iece  po lespears  f rom 6  foot  to  10

foot  in  length .   The  one  p iece  i s  idea l

as  i t  i s  qu icker  through  the  wate r.   A

two p iece  has  the  advantage  o f

p ract i ca l i ty,  eas i l y  s tored  and

transported .

Const ruct ion  inc luded  var ious

combinat ions  o f  f ib reg lass ,  s tee l  and

a lumin ium.   There  were  d i f ferent  spear

t ips  f rom pragger  heads  ( for  ba i t f i sh

and  smal ler  reef  f i sh )  to  drop  t ips  ( for

la rge  snapper  or  pe lag ics  such  as

k ingf i sh ) .   Both  guys  were  pass ionate

about  po lespear ing  rea l l y

re inv igorat ing  the i r  d ive  exper ience

and  each  have  landed  some la rge  f i sh .

I t  appears  you  need  a  d i f ferent  type  o f

po lespear  depending  on  the

app l i cat ion  as   for  smal ler  reef  f i sh

l i ke  but ter f i sh .   A  s pear  o f  6  to  7  foot

would  be  p lenty  and  a l low room for

movement.

To  target  b ig ger  f i sh  such  as  snapper

then  some modi f i cat ion  would  be

requ i red  wi th  a  la rger  po lespear  w i th

enough  weight  beh ind  i t  to  h i t  and  h i t

hard .   A  s l ip  t ip  cer ta in ly  appea ls  as

th i s  was  what  Re id  had  used  to  na i l  the

large  7kg  snapper  (p i c tured  prev ious

page)  s i t t ing  in  a  weedy  gut .   The

heavy  po lespear  and  s l ip  t ip  made

short  work  o f  the  snapper  wi th  a  so l id

head  shot .   I t  seems  the  heav ier  the

po lespear  the  harder  the

 h i t  and  the  more  l i ke ly  a  qu ick  k i l l  –  idea l

when  target ing  b ig  snapper.   The  downs ide

of  course  i s  that  you  have  to  get  c lose  -

ve r y,  ve r y  c lose

Perhaps  even  bet ter  when  target ing  b ig

snapper  on  the  snoop,  the  po lespear  in

theor y  prov ided  a  more  usefu l  “c lose

quarters”  too l .   The  ab i l i ty  to  peer  over

ledges  or  guts  and  tuck  the  spear  we l l

under  the  ch in  and  out  f rom v iew,  or

maneouvre  the  spear  f rom above  at

greater  ang les  than  cou ld  be  ach ieved

with  a  speargun  appea ls



Bermuda Polespear glory

22kg Of Black Grouper

K ing ie  Crocket t  on  ho l iday  ear l ie r  th i s

year  in  Bermuda  where  f i sh  may  on ly  be

ta ken  on  po les pear  remarked  “ the  boys  on

board  handed  me a  po lespear  and

ment ioned  the  f i sh  I  might  s pear,  but  they

d idn ’ t  sound  that  co nf ident ”.   He  emerged

from the  d ive  a f ter  na i l ing  a  “ la rge  dark

object ”  a t  the  ed ge  of  the  reef  that  turned

out  to  be  a  g rouper  and  at  22kg  jus t  o f f  the

wor ld  record .

“ I  had  to  get  so  c lose  to  na i l  the  f i sh  who

put  up  an  a lmighty  f ight ”.

Nice ly  done  Matt .

Graeme “Car toons”

Le i tch  at  the  bequest  o f  a

member  o f  the  Axemen

c lub  whom sha l l  remain

nameless  (Porae)  on

Snoop’s  br ight  ye l low

dive  p la t  that  has  become

al l  the  d ive  rage…

Cartoons  i s  based  out  o f

Tauranga  and  i s  a

ta lented  car toon is t  and

h is  a r t  work  i s  for  sa le  a t

both  Ocean  Hunter  and

W i l d  B l u e .



Ocean  Hunters  new Hapa  (mean ing  ha l f

and  ha l f )  po les pear  was  des igned  by  Mi ke

Smith  and  manufactured  by  the  s ta f f  a t

Ocean  Hunte r.   By  keep ing  the  des ign

s imple  and  a f fordab le  i t  i s  a  another

cha l lenge  that  a l l  f reed iver ’s  can  ta ke  on

whi le  a l so  f ine  tun ing  the i r  Hunt ing  sk i l l s .

There  are  a  lo t  o f  o ther  po lespears  on  the

market  that  a re  e i ther  too  bu lky/ too  l i ght/

too  heavy/too  expens ive  or  poor ly

manufactured  but  the  Ocean  Hunter

“Hapa”  has  been  des igned  wi th  a  low

prof i le  shape  for  speed  but  w i th  suf f i c ient

weight  to  s t i l l  penetrate  f i sh .  I t  a l so

comes  wi th  a  super  g r ip  to  make  i t  eas ier

to  ho ld  when  loaded.

We have  made  the  “Hapa”  ava i lab le  in  one

and  two p ieces  wi th  spr ing  s tee l  shaf t  and

400  grade  s ta in less  f i t t ings  and  can  be

custom ordered  wi th  an  Ocean  Hunter  pro

po int  s l ip  t ip  ( custom order  on ly ) .

I f  anyone  i s  th ink ing  about  get t ing  in to

po lespear ing  or  has  any  quest ions  ca l l

or  emai l  us  or  come in  and  have  a

bet ter  look  a t  Ocean  Hunters  new

“hapa”  po lespears  in  s tore  now

“The Hapa”
New Product Release



A two p iece  “Hapa”  purchased  and  ready

for  ac t ion ,  neat ly  packed  in  the  back  boot

of  my  car  I  h i t  the  gas .   Reach ing  the  most

speared  spot  in  a l l  o f  New Zea land,  I

ente red  the  wate r,  some would  say

“co nf ident ”  perhaps  even  a  l i t t le  “smug ”

as  I  thought  about  how impress ive  the

large  f i sh  were  go ing  to  be  that  I  wou ld

sure ly   l and  on  my  f i r s t  a t tempt .   About  4

hours  la ter  I  s tood  up  back  a t  the  whar f

exhausted  a f ter  my  round  t r ip  f rom the

weedl ine ,  d ive  p la t  empty

I  had  seen  a  s tack  o f  good  f i sh  f rom

school ing  koheru  and  n ice  t reva l l y,  to

butter f i sh  in  the  sha l lows  and  snapper  o f

bur ley  over  my  favour i te  bou lder.   What

had  gone  wrong?   Wel l ,  c lear ly  the

st rategy  o f  swimming  d i rect ly  a t  f i sh

hadn’ t  worked  nor  my tact i ca l  use  o f  the

Hapa  which  I  cou ldn ’ t  seem to  manage  to

shoot  proper ly.   The  resu l t ,  I  th ink  I  hur t

the  fee l ings  o f  a  poor  but ter f i sh  when  i t

f led  my  pathet i c  e f for t  a t  spear ing  i t .

Undeterred  my  two-p iece  s towed in  my

kayak  I  pu l led  up  in to  a  minty  spot  o f f  the

Coromande l  coast .   In  the  very  sha l lows  I

soon  learnt  that  i t  was  my  f loat l ine  that

was  tugg ing  aga inst  the  spear  that

s topped  a l l  momentum.  S imple  so lut ion ,

ho ld  the  rubber  and  a  length  o f  f loat l ine

and  hey  presto ,  I  gave  the  po lespear  some

“s lack”.   Ah ,  th i s  i s  how you  do  i t .   The

beauty  o f  a  po l spear  i s  that  you  can  ad just

your  g r ip  and  therefore  the  power  o f  the

rubber.

Th i s  a l lowed me to  ad just  the  shots

depending  on  the  prox imi ty  o f  the  f i sh

amongst  the  rocky  sha l low ter ra in .   Us ing

the  weed  covered  bou lders  to  concea l  my

presence  and  ho ld  myse l f  in  pos i t ion  –

po lespear  po i sed

Th is  was  l i ke  the  Wor ld  Championsh ips  o f

But ter f i sh  spear ing  –  the  s takes  we re

h igh .   Ho ld ing  my  pos i t ion  the  but ters

popped  out  o f  the  weed  and  ghosted  a long

wi th in  range  o f  my  outs t retched  s pear.   I

l earned  to  ho ld  the  spear  under  my  body  so

as  not  to  spook  the  f i sh  and  in  a  smooth

mot ion  extend  then  f i re .   I  then  na i led  my

f i r s t  v i c t im.   I  a l so  found  I  cou ld  eas i l y

change  the  ang le  on  the  spear  to  move  in

c loser  to  the  target  and  I  have  to  say  made

some mass ive  improvements  in  my  s tea l th ,

approach  toward  f i sh  and  breathho ld ,

land ing   four  fa t  but ters .

I  chose  the  two p iece  des ign  as  i t  can  be

unthreaded  and   s towed ins ide  my  yak .

Po lespear ing  encourages  tak ing  f i sh  for

the  tab le  –  eas i l y  as  i t  turns  out .   I ’ ve

found  my  gun  e i ther  too  c lumsy  or

powerfu l  on  the  smal ler  f i sh  and  at  t imes  I

jus t  cou ldn ’ t  be  bothered  shoot ing  smal ler

f i sh .   Now I  have  a  cha l lenge  by  us ing  the

po les pear.    The  next  s tep  wi l l  be  target ing

smal l  snapper  and  perhaps  some doc i le

John  Dory  or  G iant  Boar f i sh  on  a  weed l ine .

Slow On The Uptake
Snoop Comes To “Grips” With Polespearing



09’ Club Comp
Update

The  2009  Axemen C lub  Compet i t ion  has

been  ep ic .   Commenc ing  the  1s t  o f

January  –  the  31s t  o f  December  i s

act ion  day  for  those  want ing  to  catch

up  on  va luab le  end  of  year  po ints .   Our

comp i s  des igned  to  encourage  spearos

to  get  out  d iv ing  and  a l so  deve lop

broader  sk i l l s  and  to  be  success fu l .

In  order  to  complete  the  Open  Grade

f i sh  l i s t  you  must  be  ab le  to  not  on ly

work  the  sha l lows  for  snapper  and

other  reef  f i sh  –  d ive  weed l ines  for

John  Dor y,  G iant  Boar f i sh ,  Te rak i h i  –

d ive  deep  bou lders  and  p ins  for  P ink

Mao Mao and  Go lden  snapper  -  then

move  to  open  water  to  target  pe lag ics

l i ke  k ingf i sh .   Here ’s  a  gu ide  as  to  how

the  compet i t ion  works

Rookie  Grade

Al l  Axemen s tar t  out  as  Rook ies  in

Rook ie  g rade .   Here  you  can  target

eas ier  f i sh  such  as  but ter f i sh ,  b lue

mok i  and  porae  for  example ,  and

co l lec t  up  to  two of  each  spec ies  per

d ive  day  for  po ints  (exc lud ing  K ingf i sh

where  the  c lub  l imi t  i s  one) .   You  can

p ick  up  Open  Grade  f i sh  which  can  be  a

b i t  t r i ck ier  to  target .  Once  you  have  30

po ints  you  graduate  f rom Rook ie  to

Open  grade .   Any  po ints  you  got  in

Rook ie  g rade  on  Open  grade  f i sh

t rans fer  w i th  you .   For  example ,  i f  you

shoot  a  2kg  snapper,  the  po ints

t rans fer  w i th  you!

Open Grade

In  open  grade  the  f i sh  l i s t  i s  res t r i c ted

to  a  much  more  d i f f i cu l t  range  o f  f i sh

which  requ i res  a  much  wider  sk i l l  se t  to

obta in .   The  d i f ference  in  Open  grade  i s

that  the  d iver  may  on ly  we igh  in  the i r

heav ies t  f i sh  o f  each  spec ies  each  d ive

year.   So,  i f  you  h i t  a  9kg  snapper,  we l l

done ,  but  your ’ve  maxed  out  your  po ints

on  snapper  –  so  you  would  want  to  target

other  f i sh  where  you  have  no  po ints .

But ,  as  an  added  bonus ,  a t  year  end  the

heav ies t  f i sh  recorded  in  each  spec ies

at t racts  an  add i t iona l  bonus  po int  wh ich

trus t  me does  make  a  huge  d i f fe rence



K ing i  Crocket t  acce lerated  heav i l y  at

the  s tar t  o f  January  wi th  la rge

snapper,  boar f i sh ,  t reva l l y  and  the

c lub ’s  f i rs t  game f i sh  an  impress ive

b lack  grouper  (on  po lespear ) .   Th i s

saw h im rock  to  30  p lus  po ints ,  but  a t

the  mid-po int  in  the  d ive  year  –  there

are  a t  leas t  three  other  d ivers  in

s t r ik ing  d i s tance  o f  the  renegate

Auss ie .   Cou ld  th i s  be  the  year  o f  K ina

–  the  commerc ia l  spearo?

Want  An  Update  On The  Comp?

Go to  w w w. axemenspear f i sh ing .co . n z

Se lect  "Catch  Bag"  to  v iew the

Leader ' s  Board

So  How Do I  Reg is ter  My Catch?

Go to  w w w. axemens pear f i sh ing .co . n z

Se lect  “Ev idence”  and  under  the  Po ints

Tab le  i s  an  “Emai l  The  Po ints  Mas ter ”

opt ion .   Doub le  c l i ck  th i s  opt ion  and  i t  w i l l

open  up  an  emai l  in  Out look  so  you  can

emai l  the  type  o f  f i sh  and  weight .   The

Po ints  Master  (whom i s  voted  in  each  year )

wi l l  then  reg i s ter  your  po ints  on  the  c lub

The  Bounty  Hunter  has  been  c i rc l ing  the

trophy  cab inet  in  h i s  usua l  menac ing

manner  land ing  a  b ig  10 .5kg  snapper  o f f

Taup i r i  and  then  des t roy ing  the  c lub  k ing i

record  wi th  a  36 .5kg  mons te r.   Up  unt i l

that  po int ,  or  shou ld  I  say  f i ve  minutes

ear l ie r  K ing ie  Crocket t  had  managed  a  new

c lub  record  o f  32kg  on ly  to  watch  Bounty

drag  in

09’ Club Comp
Update

The  Year  Of  The  Hors e

Perhaps  we  shou ld  ca l l  th i s  “ The  Year  Of

The  Horse”  wi th  some ser ious  f i sh  landed

and  c lub  records  shat tered .   Re id  aka  The

Snapper  Whisperer  po lespeared  a  n ice  6kg

Giant  Boar f i sh  ear ly  on  in  the  year  to  break

the  prev ious  reco rd ,  on ly  for  K ina  to  smash

i t  w i th  a  7kg  booter.   K ina  went  on  to

dest roy  the  Snapper  record  wi th  a  10 .8kg

mons ter  and  shoot  the  c lub ’s  f i rs t  o f f i c ia l

Go lden  Snapper  a t  2 .3kg .



Open – Fish List Rookie – Fish List



Axe Broken
By The Barrier

Great Barrier Dive Trip Report
You  know those  s pear ing  s tor ies  yo u
read,  where  i t  turns  out  to  be  a
per fect ly  f la t  day,  and  as  soon  as  yo u
d ive  in to  the  water  there  are  jus t
schoo ls  o f  g igant i c  f i sh  jus t  desperate
to  be  impa led  by  you  spear.

Th i s  i s  not  one  o f  those  s tor ies .

Late  June  f i ve  in t rep id  Axemen,  set  out
to  Great  Barr ier  I s land ,  on  a  very
s t range  spear ing  adventure .  Porae ,
The  Reaper,  Te rakh i  Ter ror,  The
Phantom Menace ,  and  The  Tax
Co l lec tor  made  up  the  team.

5pm on  a  Sunday  n ight  a t  Pr incess
Warf,  Auck land ,  there  she  was ,  the
Lara  S tar  and  80  foot  Barge  that  has
seen  many  adventures  throughout  the
pac i f i c .   We p i led  aboard ,  Axemen,
members  o f  the  B luef ins  C lub ,  the
Band,  the  Outdoors  w i th  Geof f  team,
and  some other  guys  ( I  never  rea l l y
worked  out  who they  we re) .

Towing  Geof f  6m t inny,  we  we re  o ff,
power ing  in  f la t  cond i t ions  across  to
the  Barr ier  (a t  8  knots ) .  A f ter  few
beers ,  and  a  pot  o f  ven i son  s tew,  i t  was
of f  to  bed  wi th  the  band  p lay ing  and
the  f i r s t  o f  many  rend i t ions  on  the
microphone  by  Geof f  o f  Sweet
C a r o l i n e .

In  Brass  monkey  cond i t ions  the  next
morn ing  we  were  in to  i t .  Sp l i t t ing  in to
the  four  tenders  (3 -4  per  boat )  we
s p read  out  throughout  the  Bro ken
I s l a n d s .

A long  wi th  Mi ke  ‘ the  Tax  Man’  and  a  B lue
F in ,  our  boat  spread  out  and  snooped  the
inner  i s lands .   I  spent  the  f i r s t  hour
bur ley ing  up  in  a  ca lm bay,  wh ich  had  lo ts
of  snapper  around.  Desp i te  severa l  n i ce  2 -
3  kg  snaps  coming  in ,  I  eventua l l y
departed  the  bay  wi th  noth ing  on  my  f loat
l i n e .

C ross ing  to  a  la rger,  very  ca lm bay,  I
s lowly  snooped  the  southern  face ,  in
mi l lpond  l i ke  c r ys ta l  c lear  cond i t ions .
Pu l l ing  myse l f  through  the  weeds ,  ra ther
than  k i ck ing ,  I  was  sudden ly  faced  wi th  the
ta i l  o f  a  n i ce  s i zed  snap ,  ho ld  up  res t ing  in
the  bay.  I  hadn’ t  sensed  my  presence ,  so  I
ca lmly  extended  my  8  year  o ld  P i casso  1 .2
gun,  and  as  i t  d r i f ted  s ideways ,  I  secured
i t ,  w i th  a  superb ly  p laced  gut  shot .  I t
we ighed  in  a t  4 .6kg ,  a  n i ce  eate r.

Head ing  back  to  the  Lara ,  the  B lue  f in  had
a  coup le  o f  Jonn ies ,  and  Mike  had  spent
h i s  t ime  in  the  matern i ty  annex ,  harass ing
every  pregnant  c ray f i sh  on  the  i s land .   By
the  f i r s t  a f ternoon,  f i sh  on  the  boat  were
pret ty  s l im,  w i th  the  b iggest  snap  be ing
6kg ,  and  the  res t  be ing  a  mixture  o f
but ter f i sh  and  of  course  the  mighty  Porae
Gamef i sh .  I  had  seen  many,  but  le f t  them
out  o f  respect .



Later  in  the  a f ternoon  Long  John  and  some
other  B luef ins ,  headed  out  for  some
weedl ine  d iv ing ,  and  managed  to  secure
the  f i sh  o f  the  t r ip .  A  coup le  o f  g igant i c
Trevs  (6kg  I  th ink )  and  a  7kg  Boar f i sh .
That  n ight  more  band,  more  dr ink ing ,  and
more  Sweet  Caro l ine .

The  nex t  day  we  we re  keen  to  head  to  the
Needles ,  but  the  Sk ipper  was  not
agreeab le ,  as  he  doubted  our  12  foot  t inny
tender  would  make  i t .  He  had  obv ious ly  not
heard  o f  the  legendar y  Ka lgoor ie  Bat t ler.
As  he  was  the  Sk ip ,  we  obeyed,  and  headed
aga in  throughout  the  Bro ken  I s lands ,  w i th
not  rea l  success .

Late  a f ternoon  on  the  second  day,  be ing
tota l l y  f rus t rated  wi th  my  lack  o f  f i sh ,  I  se t
out  for  a  so lo  d ive  on  the  leeward  s ide  o f
an  i s land ,  not  fa r  f rom the  boat .  Drawing
upon  a l l  my  snoop ing  exper ience  (which
wasn ’ t  a  long  download)  I  was  determined
to  land  a  b ig  snap .  Rounding  the  western
corner  o f  a  smal l  i s land ,  I  was  caught  in  a
s t rong  current ,  wh ich  make  i t  very  hard  to
make  progress .  L i ke ly  I  had  consumed that
powerfu l  super food  the  two prev ious
morn ings ,  and  wi th  the  o f fa l  in fused  boost
of  B ig  Eat  powe r,  I  d ropped  down 5  mete rs
and  peered  over  a  n ice  drop  off,  jus t  in
f ront  o f  me.

There ,  complete ly  s t i l l  in  he  s t rong
curr ent ,  sat  a  n i ce  B ig  Snap.  Fac ing  away,
i t  w a s  u n a w a r e  o f  m y  p r e s e n c e .

Eas ing  my  gun  I  p repared  to  f i re .  To  s teady
myse l f  I  had  to  s top  k i ck ing ,  then………
whoosh  the  current  dragged  me back  f rom
the  ledge  10  mete rs .  Once  aga in ,  I  k i cked
in  to  the  current ,  and  peered  over  the
edge ,  the  snap  was  s t i l l  there  but  now
turn ing  s ideways .   S teady ing  aga in ,  same
aga in ,  dragged  back  by  the  current .  Th i rd
t ime peer ing  over  the  edge ,  I  p repared  to
f i re  whi le  k i ck ing ,  but  the  Moocher  was
gone.  I t  must  have  seen  me on  the  second
approach .  Bug ger……….bugger,  bug ger,  and
bugger ! ! !  I  wou ld  rep lay  these  events
many  t imes  over  in  my  mind .  I  wou ld
est imate  the  f i sh  to  have  been  about
8 k g s … … … . . B u g g e r.

Fur ther  a long  the  same i s land  I
snooped  a  pann ie  s i zed  snap .  Tas ty  but
smal l .   Back  a t  the  boat  The  Reaper  had
secured  some n ice  Trevs .  Great  fo r
sash imi .   Back  a t  the  boat ,  there  were
a  few other  f i sh  landed,  some smal l
snaps ,  and  another  Boar ie .  Matt  f rom
the  B luef ins ,  re turned  f rom a  d ive  o f f
Geof fs  boat .  He  had  secured  a  n ice
K ing ie  (12-14kg) ,  but  had  a  few n ice
cuts  in  h i s  wetsu i t  f rom the  prop  of  a
drunken  boat  dr iver.  I  don ’ t  care  about
a  guys  reputat ion ,  dr iv ing  a  boat
p i ssed  a in ’ t  coo l !

Another  n ight  o f  Sweet  Caro l ine ,  and  a
n ice  t r ip  home the  next  day,  in  G las s
l i ke  cond i t ions .   Catch  o f  the  t r ip  had
to  be  the  ace  d iver  ‘K ina ’,  renewing  h i s
membersh ip  wi th  the  Axemen.  Af ter
rev iewing  h i s  d iv ing  CV,  we  dec ided  to
appo int  h im immediate ly.  Welcome
aboard  mate!

A  b ig  thanks  f rom the  Axemen to  Red.
H is  boat  i s  a  good  s tab le  d ive  p la t form,
wi th  p lenty  o f  hot  wate r,  and  a  g reat
band.    As  for  Outdoors  w i th  Geoff,  l e ts
d i scuss  that  over  a  Whiskey

Porae

Brent  “Porae”  i s  a
wor ld -  renown “rura l
pub  tour ”  expert ,
hav ing  persona l l y
v i s i ted  most ,  i f  not
a l l  rura l  pubs  in  the
wider  nor th  i s land
whi le  on  tour  w i th  the
Axemen


